Spay and Neuter Assistance Program Hit by Budget Cuts
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By MARC MARTINEZ
FOX 10 News

PHOENIX - The economy is slowly recovering, but some organizations are still going through budget cuts - and that includes a service that affects thousands of cats and dogs here in the valley each year.

At Maricopa County Animal Care and Control, the goal is to find a loving home for all of the animals they care for.

It's an effort that becomes increasingly difficult when you factor in the number of homeless animals that end up there.

Assistant County Manager Dr. Rodrigo Silva says the Spay and Neuter Assistance Program, or "SNAP," which uses donations to pay to sterilize animals for people who can't afford it is struggling to keep up with demand.

In 2009, working with local veterinarians, SNAP paid for more than 20,000 surgeries. But in 2010, the program was only able to fund 12,000 and this year it will be even less.

"Unfortunately, it means that we're not going to be able to serve the demand for spay and neuter services that the community is requiring," said Silva.

Over at Maricopa County Animal Care and Control, they're hoping people open their wallets and donate to the sterilization program.

If that doesn't happen, they are preparing for an unfortunate reality that may be unavoidable.

"It may lead to an increase in euthanasia and an increase in intakes in all the valley shelters," said Silva.
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